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Hyderabad ranked India’s safest 
metro for driving behaviour

 Hyderabad, July 21(UNI) 
Hyderabad has emerged as 
India’s safest metro for driv-
ing behaviour, securing the 
highest SmartDrive score of 
93 among metropolitan cities 
in the India Road Safety Re-
port (IRSR) 2026 released by 
Zuno General Insurance. The 
report is based on an analysis 

of over 4.5 million trips cov-
ering 55 million kilometres 
and driving data from more 
than 27,000 users across 17 
states. The report, which uses 
smartphone-based telemat-
ics technology, assessed re-
al-world driving behaviour 
across parameters including 
over-speeding, sudden brak-
ing, harsh acceleration, cor-

nering and distracted driv-
ing. It concluded that driving 
behaviour provides a better 
indicator of road risk than 
demographic characteristics 
and highlighted the need for 
behaviour-led interventions 
to improve road safety. Ac-
cording to the findings, driv-
ing scores remained stable 
through most of the day be-
fore declining sharply after 8 
p.m. The riskiest driving pe-
riod was between 9 p.m. and 
10 p.m., when the average 
SmartDrive score dropped to 
86, while the safest time was 
between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m., 
with a score of 93. Sudden 
braking and harsh accelera-
tion emerged as the weakest 
driving behaviour indicators 
among motorists, while sea-
sonal variations had only a 
limited impact on driving 
patterns. The report said be-

havioural factors account for 
more than 80 per cent of road 
accidents in India, underscor-
ing the importance of tack-
ling speeding, distracted driv-
ing and unsafe manoeuvres 
through awareness, enforce-
ment and technology-driven 
interventions. Commenting 
on the report, Zuno General 
Insurance Managing Director 
and Chief Executive Officer 
Shanai Ghosh said road ac-
cidents are largely driven by 
identifiable and measurable 
behavioural patterns. She 
said data, driving patterns and 
technology can complement 
infrastructure, enforcement 
and vehicle safety measures, 
while greater awareness of 
driving behaviour and safer 
driving habits can play a sig-
nificant role in reducing road 
fatalities.

SCR GM holds safety 
review meeting

 Hyderabad, July 20 (UNI) 
South Central Railways 
(SCR) General Manager 
Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, 
conducted a Safety Review 
Meeting here on Monday. 
The session focused on eval-
uating the zone’s readiness 
in ensuring uninterrupted, 
safe train operations and 
tackling challenges during 
monsoons, the SCR said in 
a release here. The meeting 
was attended by Principal 
Heads of Departments. Di-
visional Railway Managers 
(DRMs) of all three divisions 
--Secunderabad, Hyderabad 
and Nanded joined via video 
conferencing. In view of the 
monsoon season, the Gener-
al Manager advised the field 
staff to ensure the monsoon 
patrolling and also advised 
Railway officials to be in reg-
ular touch with State Govern-
ment Officials with regard to 

water flow especially at the 
vulnerable location’s tracks. 
He instructed the Officers/ 
Supervisors to conduct in-
tensive checks at the manned 
level crossing gates frequent-
ly to check the alertness of 
the staff onduty. The General 
Manager emphasized to con-
duct checks in AC coaches 
to monitor the Linen Man-
agement and also to ensure 
the clearance of vestibules to 
avoid any fire incidents. Fur-
ther instructions have been 
issued to prevent miscreant 
activities such as placing 
metallic objects or leaving 
construction debris on tracks, 
which could compromise op-
erational safety. The impor-
tance of conducting refresher 
courses for employees was 
also emphasized, ensuring 
that staff remain updated on 
evolving safety protocols 
and operational practices, he 
added.

Hyd: NALSAR Students Hold Solidarity Fast 
Over NEET Paper Leak, Demand Accountability 
in Hyderabad
 Hyderabad, July 20 (UNI) 
Around 100 students of 
NALSAR University of Law 
here on Monday observed 
a one-meal solidarity fast 
on the university campus in 
support of the hunger strike 
being undertaken by Neha 
Bora, Manish Kumar, Ameen 
Amitoj and Sonam Wangc-
huk over the alleged NEET 

paper leak and concerns relat-
ing to the state of education 
in India. The students said the 
protest was aimed at express-
ing solidarity with those de-
manding accountability and 
transparency in addressing 
issues affecting the country’s 
education system. Expressing 
disappointment over what 
they described as the contin-
ued silence of the authorities, 

the students called for greater 
accountability in response to 
concerns raised by various 
student groups and unions. 
They said peaceful dissent 
is a fundamental feature of a 
constitutional democracy and 
urged the State to respond to 
demands for justice and ac-
countability. The participants 
also appealed to the authori-
ties to uphold constitution-

al principles of democratic 
engagement, transparency 
and the protection of civil 
liberties while responding to 
public concerns. The students 
resolved to continue their 
campaign by organising a 
postcard campaign on Tues-
day, urging the union Gov-
ernment to ensure account-
ability on the issue.

NEET 
Paper Leak 
Painful

Hyderabad : 
  Medak BJP MP M. Raghu-
nandan Rao described the 
NEET question paper leak 
controversy as deeply pain-
ful for millions of aspiring 
students and their families 
across the nation. Empha-
sizing that the central gov-
ernment is giving the matter 
utmost priority, he noted that 
a Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) probe is actively 
progressing to identify and 
strictly punish all individuals 
responsible for the leak. 

Notorious 
Rowdy Sheeter 
Nandanavanam Suri 
Brutally Murdered in 
Meerpet

Hyderabad : 
In a shocking incident, no-
torious rowdy-sheeter Nan-
danavanam Suri was brutally 
hacked to death near TKR 
College late Monday mid-
night within the limits of the 
Meerpet Police Station un-
der the Rachakonda Police 
Commissionerate. Suri, who 
had recently been released 
on bail from Cherlapally Jail, 
was lured to the location un-
der the pretext of attending 
a birthday party. Upon his 
arrival, the prime suspect, 

identified as Afroz, ambushed 
him and sprayed pepper spray 
directly into his eyes to inca-
pacitate him. While Suri was 
blinded and helpless, Afroz 
attacked him repeatedly with 
sharp weapons before fleeing 
the spot. Although local resi-
dents rushed a heavily bleed-
ing Suri to a nearby private 
hospital, doctors declared 
him brought dead. Prelim-
inary investigations reveal 
that the murder was driven 
by a long-standing feud and 
revenge.

ACB Court Remands Vasudeva 
Reddy, Raj Kesireddy, and 
Karumuri Sunil Till August 3

Hyderabad : 
  The Vijayawada ACB Spe-
cial Court has ordered ju-
dicial remand till August 3 
for the primary accused in 
the Andhra Pradesh liquor 
transport tender scam. The 
accused—former Andhra 
Pradesh State Beverages Cor-
poration Limited (APSBCL) 
Managing Director D. Va-
sudeva Reddy (A1), former 

state IT advisor Raj Kesired-
dy (A4), and Karumuri Sunil 
Kumar (A8), son of former 
YSRCP Minister Karumu-
ri Nageswara Rao—were 
produced before the court 
following the execution of 
prison transit (PT) warrants.
custody in connection with a 
related money laundering in-
vestigation, were brought to 
Vijayawada.


