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Tamil Nadu

Chennai: S. E. Sudheendra, 
Chairman, Karnataka State 
Bioenergy Development 
Board, Government of 
Karnataka, recently held a 
cordial meeting with Tamil 
Nadu Tourism Minister S. 
Rajeshkumar to discuss the 
development of bioenergy 
and explore avenues for 
cooperation between 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

The discussions focused 
on Karnataka’s growing bio-
energy ecosystem, including 
biomass, biofuels, biodiesel 
and the potential develop-
ment of Sustainable Aviation 
Fuel (SAF), and how rele-
vant initiatives could be 
studied and adapted in Tamil 
Nadu. The meeting also 
explored the possibility of 
collaboration in areas such 
as green energy, sustainable 
tourism infrastructure and 
clean transportation. 

He also emphasised on the 

promotion activities and to 
create mass awareness for 
the usage of green energy by 
using bio energy and bio fuel 
to the tourists who come into 
the state. A key point of dis-
cussion was the importance 
of used cooking oil (UCO) as 
a potential feedstock for bio-
diesel. The health concerns 
associated with repeatedly 
reusing cooking oil were 
also highlighted, with the 
possibility of establishing 
systems to collect used cook-
ing oil and divert it towards 
biodiesel production. This 
could simultaneously 
address a public-health con-
cern, promote waste man-
agement and create a renew-
able fuel resource.He asked 
the Minister to ensure there 
is proper accounting of the 
UCO from the hotel industry 
and to ensure the UCO is 
disposed properly and a SOP 
followed as in Karnataka. 
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Director Ranjith questions police action on anti-NEET 
protesters, urges CM Vijay to allot protest venue

CHENNAI: Questioning 
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s handling of the 
anti-NEET protests, film 
director Pa Ranjith on 
Thursday asked why stu-
dents opposing the 
entrance examination 
were subjected to police 
action when the ruling 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) itself claimed to be 
against NEET. Urging 
Chief Minister C. Joseph 
Vijay to earmark a desig-
nated venue for peaceful 
demonstrations, Ranjith 
said the government 
should stand with students 
instead of suppressing 
their protests. “If the gov-
ernment is genuinely com-
mitted to abolishing 
NEET, it should stand 
alongside students instead 
of suppressing their pro-
tests,” he said.

Addressing an anti-
NEET protest in Chennai, 
Ranjith said the nation-
wide student agitation had 
gathered unprecedented 
momentum, with mem-
bers of the public joining 
demonstrations across the 
country. He said the move-
ment had reached a stage 
where civil society, stu-
dents and cultural person-
alities were coming togeth-

er against the medical 
entrance examination. 
Ranjith said filmmaker 
Vetrimaaran was among 
the first to urge collective 
action against NEET, 
while actor Revathi had 
also expressed her willing-
ness to participate in the 
campaign. He said the pro-
test was organised as the 
first public programme of 
the newly launched 
Neelam Students’ 
Organisation after consul-
tations with its office-bear-
ers. He also thanked actor 
Sathyaraj for extending 
support through a video 
message.

Saying the recent visu-

als of police action against 
student protesters prompt-
ed him to participate, 
Ranjith said public sup-
port for people’s move-
ments would eventually 
expose what he described 
as false allegations levelled 
against activists. Referring 
to B.R. Ambedkar’s phi-
losophy, he said he did not 
believe in constantly prov-
ing himself before critics.

Praising the “Karappan 
Poochi” movement, 
Ranjith said it had suc-
ceeded in mobilising large 
numbers of young people 
despite attempts to ridi-
cule it. Rejecting criticism 
that Generation Z lacked 

political awareness, he 
said society had failed to 
politically educate young 
people and build sustained 
movements despite sever-
al student deaths linked to 
NEET over the past 
decade.

He alleged that NEET 
reinforced social and eco-
nomic inequalities by 
favouring students with 
greater financial resourc-
es while disadvantaging 
those from marginalised 
backgrounds. He also criti-
cised what he described as 
persistent misconceptions 
surrounding reservation 
and argued that inequali-
ties within the examina-

tion system were rarely 
questioned.

Ranjith said the slogan 
“Jai Bhim” had emerged 
as a unifying call tran-
scending caste identity 
and credited the ongoing 
student protests with 
bringing Ambedkar’s ide-
als to the forefront of a 
nationwide movement for 
equality. The filmmaker 
also criticised the govern-
ment’s response to Dalit 
issues, referring to the 
delay in unveiling an 
Ambedkar statue in Salem 
and the arrest of protest-
ers. Questioning the 
silence of Dalit ministers 
on such issues, he demand-
ed that the government 
inaugurate the statue and 
withdraw criminal cases 
against those arrested. 
Accusing successive gov-
ernments of compromis-
ing on caste and social jus-
tice issues to protect their 
political interests, Ranjith 
said governments should 
prioritise equality over 
electoral calculations. He 
reiterated his support for 
the anti-NEET movement 
and appealed to the State 
government to join stu-
dents in intensifying the 
campaign for the abolition 
of NEET.

Chennai : Karnataka State Bioenergy Development Board 
Chairman S.E. Sudheendra  met Tamil Nadu Health, Medical 
Education and Family Welfare Minister Arun Raj and Tourism 
Minister S Rajesh Kumar to discuss Karnataka's bioenergy initia-
tives, opportunities for cooperation between the two States, and the 

future development of the bioener-
gy sector.During the meeting, 
Sudheendra gave a detailed presen-
tation on Karnataka's bioenergy 
programmes and highlighted the 
immense potential of bioenergy as a 
key instrument for environmental 
protection and sustainable develop-
ment. He explained the progress 

made in the State in the areas of biomass, biofuels, biodiesel and 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), supported by statistical analysis 
and project data.The Chairman informed the Ministers that the 
State's bioenergy policy had received strong encouragement from 
former Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, Rural Development, 
Panchayat Raj and ITBT Minister Priyank Kharge, and that the 
implementation of bioenergy projects is now gaining momentum 
under the guidance of Chief Minister D.K.Shivakumar and Rural 
Development and Panchayat Raj Minister Eshwar Khandre.

S.E. Sudheendra met Minister Arun Raj and 
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