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COMMANDER OF THE EASTERN REGION, INDIAN COAST GUARD CALLED 
ON THE HONBLE CHIEF MINISTER STALIN...

CHENNAI: AIADMK 
General Secretary 
E d a p p a d i  K 
Palaniswami on 
Wednesday said the by-
elections to the six 
Assembly constituen-
cies vacated by 
AIADMK MLAs are 
likely to be delayed 
because of pending 
court cases related to 
the resignations and 
other election-related 
issues.

2 college students 
among four held for 
consuming magic 
mushrooms in Nilgiris

Palaniswami made 
the remarks while 
addressing party func-
tionaries from 
Tirunelveli during a 
consultative meeting 
held at the AIADMK 
headquarters in 
Chennai. The meeting, 
attended by office-bear-
ers from Tiruchy and 
Tirunelveli districts, 
was convened to review 
organisational affairs 
and strengthen the 

party ahead of the local 
body elections.

He urged party work-
ers to maintain close 
contact with the public, 
identify and resolve 
local grievances before 
ruling party MLAs 
intervene, and take the 
AIADMK government’s 
achievements and wel-
fare schemes directly to 
the people.

Stressing that sus-

tained public outreach 
would be crucial for the 
upcoming local body 
polls, Palaniswami said 
victory and defeat were 
part of politics. He 
recalled that the 
AIADMK, under its 
f o u n d e r  M G 
Ramachandran and J 
Jayalalithaa, had wit-
nessed both electoral 
successes and setbacks. 
He also pointed out that 

the DMK had remained 
out of power for a 
decade before returning 
to office. Without nam-
i n g  a n y o n e , 
Palaniswami alleged 
that some leaders had 
quit the AIADMK for 
personal gains and posi-
tions without under-
standing the realities of 
politics.

Calling for organisa-
tional strengthening, 
he instructed office-
bearers to recruit more 
young people and stu-
dents into the party’s 
Youth Wing and 
Students Wing. He said 
only eligible members 
should be enrolled, 
inactive members 
should be replaced, and 
organisational respon-
sibilities should be 
entrusted to a commit-
ted cadre.

Some leaders had quit 
AIADMK for personal 
gains and positions 
without understanding 
the realities of politics

- -  Edappadi 

Palaniswami, AIADMK 
general secretary

Meanwhile, signs of 
internal dissent resur-
faced within the 
AIADMK as two senior 
leaders from Tiruchy 
district—former MP P. 
Kumar and former min-
ister M Paranjothi — 
skipped the consulta-
tive meeting.

Both leaders were 
recently removed as dis-
trict secretaries after 
publicly expressing dis-
s e n t  a g a i n s t 
Palaniswami’s leader-
ship and reportedly 
aligning with the camp 
led by senior leaders SP 
Velumani and CVe 
Shanmugam. Following 
the organisational 
reshuffle, the party lead-
ership also removed 
them from their organ-
isational posts. The 
absence of the two lead-
ers from Wednesday’s 
meeting has once again 
highlighted the continu-
ing factional differences 
within the AIADMK.

BYPOLLS MAY BE DELAYED DUE TO 
PENDING COURT CASES: EPS

All parties must unitedly 
oppose construction: CPI

TIRUCHY: Political parties 
from Tamil Nadu should unite 
to fight for the Cauvery rights 
and the Chief Minister should 
immediately convene an all-
party meeting to discuss the 
Mekedatu dam issue and 
ensure water rights to the state, 
said CPI State Secretary M 
Veerapandian here on 
Wednesday.2 college students 

among four held for consuming 
magic mushrooms in 
NilgirisSpeaking to reporters 
in Kumbakonam, 
Veerapandian said, the 
Department of Food and Public 
Distribution of the Union 
Government had made a draft 
National Food Security 
(Amendment) Bill recommend-
ing to replace provision of 35 kg 
monthly rice distribution 
quota under Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana households with the 7 
kg per person, which would 
certainly affect the livelihood 
of the marginalised people.

Submerged church’s tower appears 
as Mettur dam level dips

COIMBATORE: The 
tower of a church sub-
merged in the Mettur 
dam has re-emerged 
after nearly two years 
following a drop in 
water level.

The St Lourdes 
Church, located in the 
reservoir area, was 
among several struc-
tures that went under-
water after villages were 
relocated for the con-
struction of the Mettur 
dam in 1934.While the 
church originally had 
twin towers, one of them 
collapsed 15 years ago, 
leaving only a single 

tower visible whenever 
the water level dips. In 
such a backdrop, the 
single tower began to 
emerge with the water 
level falling to 76.29 feet 
on Wednesday morning.
The tower was last visi-
ble in July 2024. 

With a dip in water 
levels, the site is expect-
ed to attract visitors, 
who used to reach the 
partially submerged 
structure by coracle. 
Meanwhile, the Water 
Resources Department 
has reduced the dis-
charge from Mettur dam 
for drinking water sup-
ply from 3,000 cusecs to 
1,500 cusecs, citing a 
decline in water demand 
in the Cauvery Delta 
region. Inflow into the 
dam has also reduced to 
less than 100 cusecs.

CHENNAI: The Madras 
High Court on Wednesday 
directed the UGC, the 
Union Education Ministry, 
and the State Higher 
Education Department to 
file their responses to a 
petition seeking the 
appointment of Vice-
Chancellors in State uni-
versities.

The first bench compris-
ing Chief Justice SA 
Dharmadhikari and Justice 
G Arul Murugan adjourned 
the matter to July 29 for 
further hearing.

In his petition, P 
Bhaskar, a cable TV opera-
tor from Chengalpattu, said 
nearly 20 State universities 
were functioning without 
Vice-Chancellors as of June 
2026, resulting in a com-
plete breakdown of the 
higher education adminis-
tration and adversely 
affecting academic stan-

dards and the interests of 
millions of students.

Disputes between consti-
tutional authorities, alleg-
edly created during the pre-
vious State government, 
had led to the present dead-
lock, he alleged. He con-
tended that the State has a 
constitutional duty to 
ensure that higher educa-
tion and academic stan-
dards were not affected.
Referring to a similar situ-
ation in West Bengal, he 
submitted that the 
Supreme Court had 
resolved the deadlock by 
constituting a panel head-
ed by former apex court 
judge UU Lalit.Citing the 
prevailing crisis in Tamil 
Nadu’s higher education 
sector , he sought the High 
Court’s intervention to 
break the deadlock and 
facilitate the appointment 
of Vice-Chancellors.

Madras HC seeks responses on plea for 
appointment of Vice-Chancellors

NEW DELHI: Amid grow-
ing influence of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in health-
care, a new large-scale clini-
cal trial published in The 
Lancet on Thursday showed 
that an AI-enabled stetho-
scope can boost early detec-
tion of various heart dis-
eases. A team of Spanish 
researchers found that an 
AI-enabled stethoscope 
helped doctors in identify-
ing early signs of serious 
heart conditions, such as 
heart failure, arrhythmias, 
and valve disease, in pri-
mary care clinics.

The study found that 
introducing the technology 
to doctors led to a substan-
tially faster and more fre-
quent detection -- nearly 
twice as many new heart 

failure cases and three 
times as many detections of 
irregular heart rhythms -- 
of these cardiovascular con-
ditions, indicating that the 
device performed well.

“Primary care faces a 
growing workload and lim-
ited resources, making it 
the ideal recipient of the 
efficiencies promised by 
artificial intelligence (AI). 
The potential of AI to 
improve diagnostic accura-
cy through decision support 
systems or image analysis 
is clear. However, imple-
menting these tools into pri-
mary care workflows 
remains challenging,” said 
corresponding author 
Sergio Cinza-Sanjurjo from 
Santiago de Compostela 
University, Spain.

AI-enabled stethoscopes may boost 
diagnosis of heart diseases: Study


