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BLAs must remain vigilant on SIR 
process, says TPCC Chief Mahesh Kumar

 Sangareddy (Telangana), 
June 23 (UNI) 

Telangana Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) Presi-
dent and MLC Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud on Tuesday called 
upon Congress Booth Level 
Agents (BLAs) to remain 
vigilant and develop a thor-

ough understanding of the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) process to safeguard 
voters’ rights. Addressing an 
awareness meeting for Con-
gress BLAs of the Andole 
constituency at Sangupet in 
Sangareddy district, Mahesh 
Kumar Goud said the role of 
BLAs was crucial in ensuring 

that every eligible voter was 
included in the electoral rolls 
and that no errors occurred 
during the revision process. 
Mahesh Kumar Goud ex-
pressed concern over what 
he described as attempts to 
remove secular votes from 
electoral rolls and stressed 
that the Election Commission 
should function as an auton-
omous constitutional body. 
Recalling the tenure of for-
mer Chief Election Commis-
sioner T. N. Seshan, he said 
the institution had earned 
widespread respect under his 
leadership. Emphasising the 
importance of every vote, he 
said a single vote could deter-
mine the fate of a government 
and urged BLAs to work in 
coordination with party lead-
ers to ensure the inclusion of 

all eligible voters. The TPCC 
chief also claimed that the 
Congress government had 
fulfilled nearly 70 per cent of 
its election promises and as-
serted that the welfare of the 
poor and empowerment of 
women remained its primary 
objectives. He criticised the 
BRS, alleging that people had 
not forgotten its past gover-
nance and said the Congress 
was continuing to register 
victories in elections across 
the state. The meeting was 
attended by Congress Telan-
gana in-charge Meenakshi 
Natarajan, AICC Secretary 
Sachin Sawant, Minister 
Damodara Raja Narasimha, 
MLA Parigi Rammohan Red-
dy, TPCC Working President 
T. Jagga Reddy and other par-
ty leaders. 

KTR alleges Metro asset scam, 
targets Congress and BJP over 
Hyderabad projects

 Hyderabad, June 23 (UNI): 
Bharat Rashtra Samiti (BRS) 
Working President K T Rama 
Rao on Tuesday alleged that 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy and union Minister G 
Kishan Reddy were staging 
“political dramas” over the 
Hyderabad Metro Rail issue 
while concealing what he 
described as a major scam 
involving Metro Rail-linked 
assets worth nearly Rs 30,000 
crore. Addressing a BRS cad-
re meeting in Serilingampal-
ly, KTR alleged that the Chief 
Minister was attempting to 
take control of around 250 
acres of Metro-linked land 
and assets by burdening the 

state with L&T Metro Rail’s 
debt of about Rs 14,000 
crore. He claimed that the 
government’s interest in the 
Metro project was aimed at 
gaining control over valuable 
assets rather than strengthen-
ing public transport. Ques-
tioning both the Congress 
and BJP governments, KTR 
asked why the Centre had not 
approved the Metro Rail ex-
pansion from Lakdikapul to 
Patancheru proposed by the 
previous BRS government. 
He alleged that while Met-
ro projects were sanctioned 
for several cities elsewhere, 
Telangana’s proposals were 
ignored. The BRS leader 

also claimed that the Airport 
Metro Express project initiat-
ed during the previous BRS 
regime was shelved after the 
Congress came to power, de-
priving commuters of a major 
infrastructure project. He as-
serted that more than 70 per 
cent of the Hyderabad Metro 
project was completed during 
the tenure of former Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar 
Rao. In a sharp attack on the 
state government, KTR ac-
cused Revanth Reddy of dis-
mantling welfare and devel-
opment initiatives launched 
by the previous government 
and alleged irregularities 
in the proposed Musi Riv-
er project. He also criticised 
Serilingampally MLA Arike-
pudi Gandhi and urged party 
workers to strengthen the 
BRS and actively participate 
in the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) programme. KTR 
expressed confidence that the 
BRS would return to power 
and claimed that only then 
would Hyderabad Metro Rail 
regain momentum and devel-
opment-oriented governance 
be restored in Telangana.

Mallu Ravi leads 
protest against SIR 
process, demands 
protection of voting 
rights

 Hyderabad, June 23 (UNI) 
TPCC Disciplinary Commit-
tee Chairman and Nagarkur-
nool MP Mallu Ravi on Tues-
day participated in a massive 
protest rally in Hyderabad 
organized by the Congress, 
CPI, TJS and Left parties 
against the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) process, al-
leging that it threatened the 
constitutional right to vote. 
The rally was taken out from 
the Dr B R Ambedkar stat-
ue to BRK Bhavan, drawing 
participation from leaders, 
public representatives and 
activists of various political 
parties and civil society or-
ganisations. Addressing the 
gathering, Mallu Ravi alleged 
that the BJP-led government 
was attempting to weaken the 
democratic process through 
the SIR exercise and said 
the Congress party would 
strongly oppose any move 
that undermined the right 
to vote, which he described 
as the foundation of Indian 
democracy. He claimed that 

efforts to remove the names 
of poor people, marginalized 
sections, tribals, Dalits and 
other weaker sections from 
electoral rolls amounted to 
an attack on the democratic 
system. Accusing the BJP of 
misusing the electoral pro-
cess for political gain, he said 
such actions threatened both 
democratic and constitutional 
rights. Later, Mallu Ravi sub-
mitted a memorandum to of-
ficials of the Telangana State 
Election Commission, de-
manding the immediate with-
drawal of the SIR process and 
seeking safeguards to protect 
citizens’ voting rights. Prom-
inent personalities, including 
G. Haragopal, Kunamneni 
Sambasiva Rao and M Ko-
dandaram, participated in the 
protest and expressed support 
for the protection of demo-
cratic rights. Leaders from 
Congress, CPI, TJS, Left par-
ties, intellectuals and social 
activists also attended the 
programme in large numbers. 

Seethakka calls for 
coordinated action to 
transform Telangana 
villages

 Hyderabad, June 23 (UNI) 
Telangana Panchayat Raj and 
Rural Development Minister 
Danasari Anasuya Seethakka 
on Tuesday directed officials 
to work in close coordina-
tion to transform villages 
across the state into model 
villages, stating that devel-
opment could be achieved 
only through a collective and 
planned approach. Chairing 
a state-level review meeting 
of the Rural Development 
and Panchayat Raj Depart-
ments at Jyotirao Phule Praja 
Bhavan, Seethakka reviewed 
district-wise progress of de-
velopment works and welfare 
schemes with Additional Col-
lectors, ZP CEOs, DRDOs 
and DPOs The Minister re-
viewed the implementation of 
the Employment Guarantee 
Scheme, generation of work-
days, payment of pending 
material bills, construction of 
Anganwadi centres, Mahila 
Shakti buildings and Gram 
Panchayat offices, water con-
servation measures, check 
dams, rural roads and works 
under the Pradhan Mantri 

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana. 
She also examined sanitation 
management, house tax col-
lection, utilisation of 15th Fi-
nance Commission funds and 
drinking water supply during 
the monsoon season. Unveil-
ing ‘Jalasiri’ posters aimed at 
improving groundwater lev-
els in villages, Seethakka said 
all departments must prepare 
joint action plans and work 
together to achieve compre-
hensive rural development. 
She noted that thousands of 
crores of rupees would be 
available to villages over the 
next five years and stressed 
the need for effective utili-
sation of funds. The Minister 
directed officials to prepare 
village-level development 
plans within the next two 
months and ensure that every 
scheme directly benefits the 
public. She warned that strict 
action would be taken against 
diversion or misuse of Gram 
Panchayat funds and empha-
sized that expenditure should 
strictly follow prescribed 
norms, including approval 
through Gram Sabhas. 

KTR slams house 
arrest of Prashanth 
Reddy, calls it attack 
on democratic rights

 Hyderabad, June 23 (UNI) 
Bharat Rashtra Samiti (BRS) 
working president K T Rama 
Rao on Tuesday strongly con-
demned the house arrest of 
former minister and Balkon-
da MLA Vemula Prashanth 
Reddy, terming it an example 
of the Congress government’s 
“anti-democratic and auto-
cratic” attitude. Prashanth 
Reddy was reportedly placed 
under house arrest while 
preparing to participate in a 
protest at the Tadwai Man-
dal headquarters in Yellared-
dy constituency. The protest 
aimed to highlight issues 
related to fertiliser supply 
and to oppose the app-based 
system being implemented 
for urea distribution. Speak-
ing to Prashanth Reddy over 
the phone, KTR alleged that 
the government’s attempt to 
suppress leaders raising ques-
tions on behalf of farmers 
was highly reprehensible. He 
said that while farmers across 
Telangana were struggling to 
obtain urea, the government 
was failing to address the 
problem and instead using the 

police to silence those who 
questioned it. The BRS lead-
er accused the government of 
trying to cover up its failure 
to ensure adequate fertiliser 
supply by restricting oppo-
sition leaders. He claimed 
that forcing farmers to stand 
in queues and face hardships 
due to the app-based distri-
bution system had exposed 
the government’s failure in 
safeguarding farmers’ inter-
ests. KTR said it was unfor-
tunate that the government 
had responded to concerns 
over the shortage of urea—an 
essential agricultural input—
with police action rather than 
addressing farmers’ griev-
ances. Stating that fighting 
for farmers’ issues was not 
a crime, KTR asserted that 
questioning the government 
on behalf of the people was 
the constitutional right of 
the opposition. He warned 
that neither BRS leaders nor 
farmers could be intimidated 
by house arrests, restrictions 
or threats, and said the party 
would continue to raise issues 
affecting the farming com-
munity. 

BJP workers must 
draw inspiration 
from Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee’s sacrifice: 
Ramchander Rao
 Hyderabad, June 23 (UNI) 
Telangana BJP President N 
Ramchander Rao on Tuesday 
paid floral tributes to Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee on the oc-
casion of his Balidan Diwas 
and called upon party work-
ers to draw inspiration from 
his life of sacrifice, courage 
and commitment to national 
unity. Addressing the media, 
Ramchander Rao said Dr 
Mookerjee’s life stood as a 
shining example of dedica-
tion to the nation and unwav-
ering commitment to national 
interests. He noted that the 
Telangana BJP State Office 
was named after Dr Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee on the sug-
gestion of veteran BJP leader 
L. K. Advani, who drew par-
allels between the historical 
situations of Hyderabad and 
Jammu and Kashmir in the 
1950s. He said that while 
Hyderabad was under the 
Nizam’s rule, Jammu and 

Kashmir faced challenges 
of complete integration with 
India. Just as Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel played a decisive 
role in integrating Hyderabad 
and other princely states, 
DrMookerjee sacrificed his 
life for the complete inte-
gration of Jammu and Kash-
mir with the Indian Union, 
he added. Ramchander Rao 
said Dr. Mookerjee played a 
historic role in ensuring that 
West Bengal remained an in-
tegral part of India and fought 
fearlessly for the protection 
of Hindus while opposing 
divisive and appeasement 
politics. He described him as 
a distinguished scholar and 
administrator who became 
the youngest Vice-Chancellor 
of University of Calcutta and 
always placed national inter-
ests above personal power 
or position. He further stated 
that Dr. Mookerjee resigned 
from the cabinet.

Theft at Basara temple: 
Miscreants decamp 
with silver crown and 
hundi cash
 Nirmal (Telangana), June 

23 (UNI) 
A theft was reported at the 
renowned Basara Saraswati 
Temple in Nirmal district on 
Tuesday. According to tem-
ple authorities, unidentified 
persons stole a silver crown 
and a hundi from the Ma-
hakali Temple located on the 
upper floor of the Saraswati 
Ammavari Temple complex. 
The miscreants allegedly 
broke open the gate of the 
Mahakali temple and com-
mitted the theft. After taking 
away the cash from the hun-
di, the culprits reportedly 
abandoned the emptied hundi 
near the Vyasa temple and 
fled the scene. The theft came 
to light when priests arrived 
at the temple to perform the 

early morning rituals. Temple 
authorities immediately in-
formed the police. A case has 
been registered, and an inves-
tigation is underway. Police 
are examining CCTV footage 
from the temple premises 
to identify and trace the ac-
cused. 


